January 12, 1990 LB 399

SENATOR PIRSCH: ~ Thank you, Nr, Speaker and nenbers of the
Legislature, this is another attenpt to find some alternatives
to our overcrowdedprisons. AndLB 399 provides that any person
sentenced to a city or a county jail upon conviction of a
m sdemeanor, felony, contenpt or nonpaymentof any fine or
forfeiture nay Le granted the privilege, and this is strictly to
the judge's prerogative, of serving all or part of any senténce
under house arrest. House .arrest neans that that offender is
restricted to a specificresidence except for the authorized
peri ods of absence for erg)l oynment or for a medical, educational
or other reasonsapproved by the court. Now house arrest may be
monitored by el ectronic surveillance systens nd those. of
course, include again, bracelets and ankl e bracel ezils, also  the
voice i magi ng that we tal ked about earlier. The advantages, of
course, of house arrest are that they ease prison overcrowding,
they are flexible, they can be used to cover particular timnmes of
day or particular types of offenders. There is less...it's a
I ess expensive way to manage existing or increasing pympers of
of fenders while still appearing to be safe for those victins and
in the 19SOs, as 1| told you briefly in the bill before,
technol ogy associated with electronic surveillance gystems has
dramatically i mproved and that leads to pouse arrests
increasingly being coupled with those systems, and this
technology can solve several conplex interrel ated supervision
problems and can take the place oftentimes of the people
intensive surveillance. For exanple, failure on probation or
parol e may be caused by being in the wong place with the wrong

associates and to control that you can put the offender on
el ectronic surveillance which will feduce the opportunities ¢4,

undesirable contacts and new crinme opportunities. | think the
public can feel safe with these electronic devices gnpd. of
course, with the nonitoring and the supervision that goes al ong
Wi th the. house arrest. We cannot do, of course, withput the
staff and the equi pnent working together to keep these oPPenéers
in their hones, but still under control. wth that | would nove
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion, Senator Hannibal.

SENATOR HANNIBAL:  Thank you, Nr. Speaker, | rise to support the
bill and | don't nmean to take up a lot of time because we are on
Select File. I only wanted to point out that some ofour

comrittee findings in our report suggested we have some gerigus
probl ens with the populations in the state penal systemand as a
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